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We beg in another year, the 24th
year of co ntin uous publi cation .
We are two and one half months
late ; I expect to catch-up and get
onto a proper schedule wit h the
next two issues of New Mexico Architecture.
I apologize to our subscribers ,
readers , advert isers . But ,
somehow, 1981 seemed to be
rathe r out-ot-lo lnt . Wh il e 1982
begins in the same pattern, I see a
brighter year ending- in spite of
Ronald Reagan and "Tip" O'Neil.
In fact things do look brighter;
John Mershon is not going to be
returning to the state legislature
next year !
The MarchlAprll NMA will contain the annual roster of the
members of the New Mexico
Society of Architects. It will , also ,
feature additional solar energy
projects that space did not allow
for inclusion within the Solar
Energy Series.
JPC
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A Passive Solar Residence
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10

Federal Building Court room
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-Cherry and See
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Grants Campus, N.M.S.U.
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Sperry Flight Systems
-Dorman and Nelson
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Tennis Ranch of Taos
- Antoine Predock
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Additi on to Private Residence
- Antoine Predock
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Bird of Prey Exhibit
- Van H. Gilb ert
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(Cover- Morning sunlight highlights concrete monoliths soon to form part
of the Tromb e Wall Passive Solar Heating System of the Kress Residence ,
Sandia Heights, New Mexico, see Honor Awards.
Photograph by Robert W. 'Peters, A.I.A. )
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solar heating

systel1\
under the
11\00n.

Thanks to the unique thermal performance of masonry, it's possible to use the
sun's heat to warm buildings at night.
Masonrv, because of its mass or
weight, absorbs heat more slowlyand
holdsit longer than any other building
material In passive solarheatingsystems,
masonrywalls and floorscollect and store
the sun's heat during the day. Then,
because of masonrvs thermal conductivity, the stored heat is slowly radiated
back into the interiorat night, providing
enough free warmth to substantially
reduce mechanical heating
requirements.
The natural energy efficiency of
masonry materials-brick, concrete
block, stone-is enhanced by the skill
withwhichmasonrycraftsmen use them.
Every wallmasons buildis carefully
hand-fitted to reduce air infiltration and
heat loss.
What's more, masonry walls and
floors designedto function as elements of
a passive solar heating system can serve
many purposes-structural, decorative.
enclosure- and they don't occupy extra
living space. Masonry enables building
designers to meet the demand forenergy
efficiency without compromisingon
aesthetics.
Masonry-the most beautiful
building material under the sun. And the
best passive solar heating system under
the moon. Doesn't your next building
deserve masonry?
If you'd like to know more about
passivesolar masonry buildings, write to
the International Masonrv Institute.
823 15th Street, Northwest,
Washington, D.C. 20005.

INTERNATIONAL
MASONRY
INSTITUTE
(The Bricklayers' Int erna tion al Union a nd the
Mason Contractors in the U. S. and Can ad a)
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"Think of it as an
eight-story thermos bottle:'
John Noble. a PNM solar engineer. discusses
commercial solar buildings. including Alvarado
Square. PNM's new headquarters building:

..By itself. solar heating would not be a cost-effective addition to Alvarado Square. But the
building is also fitted with thermal energy storage. in the form of huge water tanks which
allow us to manage our energy sources more efficiently. Like a thermos bottle. the outside
walls are heavily insulated . keeping the inside at a nearly constant temperature. The
building can retain inside heat for long periods of time.
..PNM will use Alvarado Square as a test bed for measuring how well new solar and
conservation ideas work under everyday conditions ... and what impact that has on electric
demand. But we also hope it will serve as an example.
" We figure the payback for solar and conservation measures at Alvarado Square is less
than eight years. That makes it worth investigating for nearly every new office building in
New Mexico."
For more information on how the PNM solar engineers can help on your next project.
call the PNM EnergyLine. 1-800-432-6881.
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